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with long axis horizontal. The discharges appeared swsi- 
bly stationary and lasted for some 2 or 3 seconds. Their 
color was whitme, tinted slightly niauvc. -( ! P. B [ ~ f l r ~ ] .  

CENTRAL OBSERVATORY OF MEXICO REMOVED. 

Under date of October 5, 1916, we are informed by 
J. Covarruhias. chief of the Mesican Meteorologica,l mil 
Seismological Service, thnt the ofices of the Central Me- 
teorological-Magnetic Observatory hare been removed 
from their former location in the City of hfbsico anil tire 
now in the city of Tacubnp, D. F., where t,liey are 
located in t,he sniiie building as t,li;it occupied by the 
‘(Direction of Geographical and C!lilimatolo&xd Stutlies.” 

The geographical position of the Cent,ral keteorological 
Observatory is now: 

Height above senlevel, 2,3308.5 i:iet,ers (baroiiiet.er cis 
tern). 

Longitude, 6h 3Gm 46.G7* west of Greenwich. 
Latitude, 19’ 34’ 17.9” north. 

CLEVELAND .4BBE9 1838-1916.‘ 

Professor Clerela.ncl Abbe dicil about 4 a. in. on October 
28, 1916. He h d  been in ill health siiice June 4, 1915, 
when he was stricken by a parillpsis of the riglit side, froiii 
which he hac1 largely reco~-erecl.~ Siiicc July, 1916, how- 
ever, lie hac1 suffered from a ni:i,lignant degenrmt~ion of a 
mole, which rapidly hecnnie so estensivc as to prevent, 
his resting conifort,ably in ot.liei- than om position. The 
resultant irritat.ion and great loss of sleepy together with 
the restricted diet imposed hy the conditions of his p i -  
ralysis, drained his strength. He returned from Port- 
land, Me., where he had spent thc suiiinier of 1916, about 
the middle of Sep temher and  in a grestly wealiened con- 
dition. I4’0r a few days he enjoyed t,he freedom of his 
home, but, soon retired to the roo111 which lie kept until 
the end. Mentdy  but little change was observable, and 
even on the aftfternoon of October 35 lie dictated a letter 
to the Secretar-y of the S!nit.lisonian conceriiing tlie det.xils 
of publication of a paper 011 meteors. 

Professor ,4hbe h i 1  not takeii a l i i  ackive part in tho 
Weather Bureau’s work since June 4, 1915, lmng on leave 
or on furlough froiii thut t,inie unt.il hc resigned on August 
3, 1916. 

His death will awaken a kcen sense of peixonal loss in 
the minds of his former cold>orei~. Professor Ahbe was 
not only a tireless and prolific worlcer in helidf of the 
science and the ublic institution to which he cleclicatetl 
the best years of E is life, hut lie was also, in a very uiiusual 
degree, endowed with the faculty of coniniunicatiiig liis 
enthusiasilz to others a.iicl stiiiiulatiiig their en’orts, a 
faculty that niacle itself felt; 1)ot:Ii in pcisoiid intercoui-se 
and tlirou h his writings. 

~ o r n  inkew ~ o r k  Cit’y in  1 s : ~  hc? was grac1uatc.d from 
t#lie Free Academy (now the C.!dlt.ge of t,he City of New 
York) in 1Y57, nurl stuilied ;istronoiiiy wit-h I?. Briiiinom 
at Ann Arbor, 1S5S-60, micl with B. A. Goulcl a t  Cam- 
bridge, 1860-64. From Canibridgv he went to Riissia, 
where he spent two years as a stutlent and assistant at 
the Observatory of Pulkovtt, under tdie distinguished 
astronomer Otto Qtruve. On returning to the United 
States he was connecked for n short t h e  wit,li the Naval 
Observatory, and was called thmce to the clirectorsliip of 
the Cincinnati Observatory. 

Professor Abbe’s work at  Ciiicinuati will always 
reniain a landinark in the history of meteorology, as it was 
here that he orgttiiized, in 1S69, with the assistance of the 
Cincinnati Chamber of Cooinierce and tshe Western 
Union Telegraph Coiiipniig, a system of telegra hic 
wrnther report,s, daily weather iiia.1)~~ and weather P ore- 
casts, t,he iiist regular undertakin- of tdiis kind in America 
ani1 tdie prototype of the mr:it,nc.r service now main- 
tniiiecl I) the l&lerti.i Uoverniiient,. Indeed, the object 

s t m q p t  a r g i w n t  in l I c h l f  of t’lir! est.nblishnient of a 
n:i.tioiitil weather service in councct,ion with the Signal 
Corps of t.he Arniy, 1% project urged upon Congress by 
Dr. I. 9. Lapliam uiirl others :mcl put into effect in the 
yetir 1S’iO. 

In January, 18171: Professor Abbe wms appointed a 
civilian assisttint in the office of t.lie Chid Signal Officer, 
wlicrc he organized t,he forecast, worli and began prepur- 
iiig thc tri-daily syiiopscs a.iicl ’. pro1,iibilities ” of the 
wentlier. In the same yew he bcgnn anil urpd  the col- 
lection of lines of leveling and in 1S72, Lv laborious analy- 
sis, clduccil tlie altitudes of the Sigiial &vice barometers 
:ibove sealevel. In IS73 he inaugurated the MONTHLY 
WEATHER REVIEW, and he prepared 22 of the first GO num- 
1;im of this publication, which wiis then only a brief bulle- 
t,iii of current went,her st>:&tics. Sept,eniber 1 , 1893, he 
u-as nppoii iied etlit.or of mi eiiliirgcd puhlica.tion bearing 
t,he s:iiiie t,itle, and under Ilia rlirect,ioii it  soon became 
otic of tlic Iciidiiig meteoro!o,rricul journals of t,he ~vorld. 

I t  wns largely owing t,o Pro€essor Abl.w’s advice that 
General Mpr ,  the Ciiiof Sigiui.1 OifiIicer, sou& the coop- 
eration of foreign goveimment,s and of the fnternational 
Afeteorologicd Congress of 1S73 in establishing the 
“ Daily Bullct~in of biiiiultaiieous Intoriiational Meteoro- 
logical Observntions, ” and Professor Abbe took a leadin 
part in organizing this rcniarkable enterprise. Worlcf 
wide systems of observations continued to be one of the 
chief objects of his interest and advocacy throughout 
liis career. He was also specially instrumental in the 
orgnnizat,ion of the State weather services , the recleces- 
sors of the present c.liniatologica1 service of thekeather  
Ru rem. 

Professor Abbe never cemed to urge tlie importance 
of meteorological research, tmcl he organized a branch of 
the cwitral ofice, known a t  first iufornially and later 
oficinlly as the “study room,” in which niany fruitful 
investigations were carried out. Ht) hiinself set the 
esmiiple in this field of activity. He collected on cards 
about 11,000 titles of )rtpers on nieteorological and allied 
subjects a t  considera T, le exp:mdit,ure of private means 
and lersonill effort. This c.ollection was purchased in 
1SSl \y the S i p 1  Service illid furthcr enriched by very 
extensive contributions from all over tlie world, becom- 
ing international in iniportuiice :uid scope. The four 
parts, which began to sp1)en.r as niinico~ra hed pages in 
1889 , have ii@vcr bocrii continued i i i i ~  t t e  remaining 
cards lie somewhat neglectcd in their dusty drawers in the 
Bureau library. This bibliowal>hy was classified to be 
of hell to the workeis in tTic ”study roomJJ and has 
provec t invalual~le, as far a s  rtrailalde, t.o many others 
also. 

H.e prc? mrcd for puLlicatkm a s  sup 1mient.s to annual 
rtyorts o / tlic Chief Signal OfIiccr :I. *b‘J!e:it,ise on hfeteoro- 
1ogica.l A )paratus ;i.nrl Aluthods’! (1PS 1 mid “Preparrt- 
t,org Studios for uccluc,tive ~eti iocls in Storm and 

nie teoro1ogist.s throughout t.he world under a specia 5 Wuat,her Prediction ” (1SS9 1, :i.titl lit! hid English-speakin 

o1,ligiltion bp collecting and trruiislat,iiig the lending con- 
tril,ut.ions t.0 t.lie subject of dynnmic nict.eorology (pub- 

? 

lesson a J ’orded by Professor Abbc’s uiiclertaking was the 
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lished b the Smithsonian Inst,itution, 1877, 1891, and 
1910). He a l ~ o  conipiled a very cornprelimsire divest! on 
the relations between climate and crops ( ublis%eil in 
part aa Weather Ruroau Bulletin 36). d c s e  notable 
works represent, however, only it small part of his 
scientific and literary activity. He wns a roluniinous 
contributor to scientdic journals and hooks of roforence. 
as well as to official publications. His scieii t i f k  nchinvo- 
ments were sunimaiizcd 1)y the president. of the Royal 
Meteorological Society, when t.he Synions Memorial Gold 
Medal of that society was conferred on hini in 1912, in 
the statement that he "has contributed to iustruiiientd, 
statistical, clynamical, nnd t1iermodpamic:il meteor- 
ology, and forecasting," mil "has, inorcover, plaxeil 
t h o u  hout tho art not only of mi uct:ire contributor 

pointed out the paths along which titt,:icl<s niight bo  
successful." 

Professor Abbe was one of t,he leading proniotws of the 
introduc.tion of stanclard time in this countr>-, :mil WIS 
chairman of a comniittoe of the American Metrologitd 
Society which urged this reforni until it- W'RS finally 

&us asses an enthusiastic. proiiiot.er of int,ornational 
good \vi!; a devoted son of Science who alqJrwintei1 riiid 
rejoiced in all aclrunct?s in a n ~  of 11er ninny fields; a 
meteorologist of br0a.d and docp sclioltxrsliip. whose 
enthusiasm was an inspirat,ion c~nd encourngcment to all 
about him and whose zeal did not flag in the very how of 
death; a patriot whose lifolong service 60 the w e l f m  of 

. his country full desorved t.he unusual courtesy sliown by 
the half-maste flags on t,he De mrtment of Agriculture 
and the Weather Bureau on the ay lie w?ns laid to rest. 

but a E o of a lea B er who drew others into t,he bti,t.tle niicl 

ado ted. 

ct (9 

HENRIK MOHN, 1835- 1916. 

Henrik M o h ,  the first professor of nieteorology in tho 
University of Christiania and director of tho Norwegian 
Meteorological Institute from the time he founded it as an 
adjunct to the university in 1866 until he retired on 
September 1, 1913, died at  the age of S1 011 SeptedJeI' 
12, 1916. 

Professor Mohn won the tlessrveil and qencrous grati- 
tuda of the Norse fishormen by the establishment of the 
inetoorological instit.utc, which was made an independent 
Governinent institution in 1900. Before 1S67 many 
hunclred fishcriiion and their hoats \vera lost almost 
yearly in storms that their experience was unable to 
forotell: to-day such losses arc much rarer. Re increased 
the efficiency of his nieteorologicul service by also securing 
the cooperation CJf tho capt ains of Noiwegian fishermen 
in the Arctic iis ohscrv-ors, an arctic v;enther service which 
culminated in thc great intornational circum olar 
coo oration of lSSS-18S3 which he brought a i! out. 
Mo K n himself led the Norwegian Arctic uspedition of 
that canipaign. 

- 
Professor Mohn wus ai>i)ointed a meniher of the Inter- 

national Meteorologicd &nninitt.ec in 1S73 , and attended 
the first congrcss of official delegates which met in 
Septomber of t1ia.t year at  T'ionna. His subsequent 
regul:~ attcndnnce t,hus gave hiiii a uiiiqu:! experience 
of internat iond nieteorological nieutings. 

hIi1.liy con triliutions to met,t~orologicii.l science came 
froin the 1i:xnd of Professor Mohn. One of his carlier 
and morc! important :vorks wns written in collaboration 
with C'. 31. Gu~dl:~crg in txo part's, published in 1S76 and 
lSW, trcxting of t,lir 3ioveinents of tliu Atmosphere 
(H-rir\wl CIeiitr~rncs Theori ). This wtis reviscd by the 
autliors in iSs:3, iuid h w c l  lioi'orn iitncrican st.uclents in 
Professor (i'lwclnnil i ~ ~ . b e , s  tliircl cnllt3ction of t.ransla- 
tioiis c:~llacl hI(!chaics of thc? Jhrth's Xt,mospherc (R'ash- 
ington, 1910). A test on the Eleinents of Meteorology 
readied a 5th cclition in 1S98 ( B d i n )  nntl was trans- 
lat,eil iiit,o inany hnguages. His c,ontinued interest in 
cii-cunil>olilr nicbnol.ologicct1 pro1 ilenis bore fruit more 
recontlyv in t!w ulsl~ornt~e st.ucly to u-liich he subjected 
tho ol-mr\-nt.ioiis t:tkt!n on bonrd tlic! R ' u i r l ,  lX(J3-1S96. 
(See this RIWIXW for Septcnilwr, 19115, 33 :41)1-2) ; and his 
discussion of t.lic! * .  hIct,oorology '' of the scientific results 
of iiniuntlscm's c!sputiition t;o tlie South Polc (ICris- 
tianin, 1015). 

An oscellt!nt. portrait. of Prufwsor- Idoh i i  :ipp~~:~red as 
frcjntispioco to t,lio ' ' ( ; ~ ! o ~ : l ' n l J ~ c . l i - k : ~ l ~ l i ( i ~ ! ~ ,  11. Jahr- 
g:ing, 1913,'' pul)lislic?ll 1 ) ~  pliwtus I 'urhs Khtlia).- 
c. A., jr. 


